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Isaiah 44:1 - 45:25

The mercy of God is the emphasis in 44:1-8; His unmerited favor toward Israel. He chose them though they had neither goodness nor faithfulness. God the perfect chose Israel the imperfect out of His own will. One of the places this is plainly stated In the New Testament is Romans 5:8 where St. Paul says, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  He did not wait until we “got it together” as we might say today. Christ died on the cross as the perfect proclaimed guilty by God for our sins. He gave us Himself before we knew who He was. 

Verses 12-23 vividly point out the folly of idol worship. In our own time it relates as well to the false religions becoming accepted as Christianity’s equals or even superiors, and to the worship of those things that we build with our own hands and then count on for deliverance. For us those things may be bank accounts, high job positions, wonderful children, fantastic spouses, sporty toys to entertain us on the weekends, a big house, etc. etc. God’s description of the false worshipper who doesn’t have the sense to see the obvious flaws in his practice is priceless!

The word “redeemer” in verse 24 means something special when it refers to God and us. To redeem something requires a price. God was willing to pay a price, the price of His Son, in order to give His people the salvation that they could never deserve.

The false prophets to whom the people and leaders of Jerusalem were flocking were nothing in God’s eyes. Their predictions of goodness and plenty would prove nonsense.  When the time was right God would fulfill His own words delivered through His true prophets. (verses 26-28)  Cyrus, the future liberator, is mentioned by name here. He would indeed authorize the return to and the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 

Chapter 45 begins with the description of Cyrus as God’s “anointed”. Though God would inspire this leader to help His people, Cyrus was not a believer in God. It is another example of God’s authority and power over all leaders and all nations whether they choose to serve Him or not. The description of the relationship between God and Cyrus and God’s challenges to the unbelieving, but appointed, tool of the Lord continue through verse 13. 

Verse 14 is a prophecy of the final days when all nations will come to the spiritual Israel, the believers in Messiah, and proclaim the true God.  Verse 15 may refer to God’s unknown plans, but verse 16 makes sense if the “hidden” God refers to the God not presented in idols made with hands. The “everlasting salvation” in verse 17 came in Christ. Through Him Israel’s rescue would be eternal. 


At the end of chapter 45 God pleads with the nations to turn to Him for salvation, but at the same time makes the statement of the Judge, proclaiming that regardless of their choice, “every knee will bow.” St. Paul quoted part of this passage in regard to Jesus’ position as Lord of all. (Philippians 2:10-11)
